Some Aspects of the Northern Province
the Northern Province at Wadi Haifa, Berber and Atbara.
There, English forms an important part of the curriculum,
and at the end of the course, also of four years, the boys
are ready either to go on to the Gordon College or to take
up any minor clerical posts that offer. Few, if any, are
content to return to agriculture after attending an Inter-
mediate School. Herein lies the danger, but it is difficult
to refuse to accept a boy in the Intermediate School if he
has successfully completed his elementary course and his
parents are ready to pay the fees.
Devolution
The progress of Native Administration has been slower
than in the Provinces to the east and west of the Nile,
the chief cause being the loss of tribal spirit due to more
direct methods of administration under the old Turkish
and even under the present Government. Hence devolu-
tion has developed on village rather than on tribal lines.
On the judicial side it was not until the introduction of
the Village Courts Ordinance in 1925 that use was officially
made of the village council of elders to deal with petty
criminal and civil cases. Progress was at first slow, owing
to a natural and understandable mistrust of the impartiality
of the judgments of native Courts, but now that the
advantages of this method of settling disputes are
realised, the Courts have gained rapidly in popularity
and prestige. The right of appeal is maintained but,
considering the litigious nature of the riverain people,
it is surprisingly seldom made use of. As a result of the
progress made, the powers of the Village Courts have been
increased and their jurisdiction extended. District Courts
have been instituted in Shendi, Berber, and Haifa, under
the presidency of leading natives and are using their
increased powers, including imprisonment, with modera-
tion and efficiency. On the administrative side, progress
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